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Synopsis

For fans of Gillian Flynn, Caroline Cooney, and R.L. Stine comes Search for the Shadowman from
four-time Edgar Allen Poe Young Adult Mystery Award winner Joan Lowery Nixon. A AA A A A
A A A A Twelve-year-old Andy Thomas isnA¢a -4,¢t thrilled with his teacherA¢a -4,¢s
assignment to explore family history. But when he starts asking questions about his ancestors, he is
surprised to discover a black sheep named Coley Joe Bonner. No one wants to discuss what
happened in the familyA¢a -a,¢s past. Everyone, including AndyA¢a -4,¢s own relatives, advises
him to stop his investigation. But Andy continues and searches everywhere, from the Internet to the
local cemetery, to discover the truth. Will AndyA¢a —a,¢s search hurt those he loves or make them
realize that itA¢a —-a,¢s never too late to seek social justice? A A Aga —A“A riveting tale of
suspense set against a background of fascinating historical context.A¢a -A+ A¢a -4 ceSchool
Library Journal A A A¢a -A“Hints of disgrace and treacheryA¢a —A[children will read the story for

the fun of guessing who is warning Andy off the case.A¢a —As A¢a —a ceBooklist
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Customer Reviews

An assignment to research his family history leads a boy to discover an intriguing secretAbut to
solve the mystery he may risk hurting those he loves. Ages 8-12. Copyright 1998 Reed Business

Information, Inc.

Grade 5-8-A thrilling search through a family’s dark past. What starts out as a simple family-history



project turns into an obsessive hunt for the truth behind an old family feud. Andy Bonner is
determined to get to the bottom of a mystery involving an ancestor who had supposedly stolen his
parents’ money and been disowned. The more he learns from his Great Aunt Winnie and her
nemesis, his best friend’s great-grandmother, the more he needs to know. His investigation takes
him from the World Wide Web to the town cemetery, to family sources who refuse to talk. As usual,
Nixon’s main character is an ordinary kid with extraordinary resourcefulness. When Andy learns the
truth, he must decide whether to keep the secret to himself, or destroy the reputation of the town’s
founding father and hurt his best friend. Nixon has once again delivered a riveting tale of suspense
set against a background of fascinating historical context, brought up to date through e-mail and the
Internet.Julie Halverstadt, Douglas Public Library District, Castle Rock, COCopyright 1996 Reed

Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

My son read this book for class and LOVED it. He doesn’t even like to read.

very nice book that | really enjoyed to read.i recommend this book to any and everyone out there

looking for a good book

Grandson Loves It !

Great book for middle schoolets

| rated Thu book five star because it was mysterious an you would have never really guessed who

did it good book | really is you should read it

51 give it a 5 because, it is a wonderful book with Texas history and mystery with a lot of suspense.

It was a most interesting clean book for young people. | enjoyed the mystery of the main character.l

love to see somebody being exonerated.

In this book Shadow Man you will experience some sad, mysterious, and shocking things. Initially,
the main character in the story, twelve-year-old Andy Thomas isn’t thrilled with his teacher’s
assignment to explore family history. But when asking questions about his ancestors, he is

surprised to discover a relative named Coley Joe Bonner. No one wants to discuss what went on in



the family’s past. Andy searches everywhere to gather information about his family’s past, from the
Internet to the local cemetery. The family is telling Andy to stop his investigation. "Will Andy’s search
hurt those he love or make them realize that it's never too late to seek justice?" Twelve-year-old
Andy Thomas, who was assigned to a project where he had to find out a lot of things about his
family history. He goes through old boxes, family trees, and old photo albums to find out everything
he can. Andy looks through all of these old boxes and finds that there is a guy on a photo that’s not
shown. When Andy asks around about who he is they say his name is Coley Joe, but refuses to tell
anything else about him. He goes to J.J.’s house (his best friend) to go see Miz Minna, for some
information. When he asks her what he does, she says that he stole the family money and was
taken out of the family bible. Knowing Andy he goes to the Internet, then the library, then to the
cemetery. Doing all of that research, it gets him on to a investigation. He uses his dad’s screen
name, Hunter, to ask people in the chat rooms about Coley Joe. He finds out some things about
Coley Joe, but that doesn’t help his search. Someone in the chat room sends Andy some letters
that Coley Joe sent to his girlfriend Felicity. He printed them out, set them down, and headed toward
the cemetery. When he got there, a man named Elton was there and he was kind of scary. He knew
some things about Coley Joe, but he mostly kept telling Andy to find out what the Bonners want to
tell him. Andy is really confused about what is going on. But to find out what the family’s secret is
you'll have to read the book! But as a hint, the mystery to be solved is that the main character, Andy
Thomas, believes that his relative Cole Joseph Bonner did not steal his family’s money. The
problem is that he is the only one in his family that believes this. His best friend J.J. Gasper the 7th
(J.J. is James Jonathan Gasper) is trying to prove that Andy is right but the problem is J.J.’s great
grandmother, Miz Minna, doesn’t like the fact that Andy is digging up old family secrets that may
change their town’s history. So while he’s digging up things, Miz Minna is giving Andy warning signs
to stop researching about Coley Joe or something bad was going to happen to him. Imagine that
you were Andy and your family thinks a relative in your family stole family money, what would you
do? | know, you would try to figure out the real story just as Andy did. This book is filled with
suspense. Andy’s search filled me with many questions. The author of this book wrote this book
very well and she has been called "the grande dame of young adult mysteries". She has served as
vice president of the Southwest Chapter of the Mystery Writers of America and is the only four-time
winner of the Edgar Allan Poe Best Juvenile Mystery Award. Joan, the author, has won awards for
many of her books. So if she has won many awards and was vice president of the Southwest
Chapter of the Mystery Writers of America then there is no wonder why the book is so good. In

reading this book | thought that it would be excellent for kids’ ages 8-15 years of age. After you read



this review/article, | recommend you go and get this book.
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